
Congratulations Samantha Roberts!  

Winter 2009 - 10 

2009 WLA Scholarship Recipient 

Samantha is from Bear Creek, Wisconsin.  She is currently a 
junior at UW ï Green Bay working towards a major in Human 
Biology (emphasis in Nutritional Sciences) and a minor in 
Chemistry.  Samantha would like to continue on to graduate 
school and conduct research determining the relationship 
between nutritional status and cancer or pediatric nutrition.  She 
would like to eventually earn her Ph. D. and teach courses as a 
professor in a university setting.  In her spare time, Samantha 
enjoys reading and running.  She is also an active member of the 
Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society.    

Samantha has expressed her appreciation for the generosity of 
the WLA organization in a wonderful thank you letter. 

We all wish you the best of luck as you  

continue to pursue your career!  
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BENCH TALK  

Congratulations Virginia Deibel, Ph.D.!  

2009 Laboratorian of the Year  

Dr. Deibel is the President and CEO of TRAC Microbiology, Inc., a microbiology 
testing, research, auditing and consulting firm where she utilizes her 15 years of 
experience in the food microbiology industry.  She opened TRAC in 2001, while still 
in graduate school.  Dr. Deibel earned undergraduate and graduate degrees in 
Bacteriology and Microbiology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

At TRAC, Dr. Deibel conducts 3
rd

 party audits, speaks at numerous conferences, 
performs specialized consulting and participates in the experimental design of 
research projects conducted within the laboratory. 

Dr. Deibel served as the Chair of the Wisconsin Association of Food Protection, the 
treasurer of Wisconsin Institute of Food Technologists (IFT) and is a member of the 
American Society of Microbiology, AOAC, Society of Quality assurance and 
American Dairy Science Association (ADSA), Wisconsin Specialty Cheese Institute 
and Consumer Safety Products Association. She is also a member of the Food 
Safety Magazine Editorial Advisory Board.   

Dr. Deibel served on the Wisconsin Dairy Food Safety Committee, as Co-chair of the 
HACCP committee and member of the 3

rd
 party audit committee. 

Thank you to Dr. Deibel for her contributions and efforts to food safety.  WLA 
recognizes you as Laboratorian of the year for your contributions and efforts. 

A Special Thank You To:  

Steve Kuchenberg of Bio -Rad  

Thank you for donating an I-pod 
Touch and a GPS system for the WLA 

Scholarship Raffle! 



Thank You to the 2009 WLA Fall Conference Speakers  

WLA Board Announcements:  

New Executive Director Position!   

Beth Campshure has accepted the challenge of 

being the new WLA "Executive Director".  

This position was just approved by the board this 

past fall. It is a paid position with the intent to help 

the continuity of the organization. Beth has been a 

member of WLA for 25 years while working and is 

still involved 2 years into retirement. 

 

Annual Business Meeting Update 

All Board of Directors and Committee Members will 

remain unchanged for 2010. 

Opportunities:  

Spring 2010 WLA Workshop 

Details to follow...stay tuned! 

EMPLOYERS DOES YOUR COMPANY NEED FULL OR 
PART TIME HELP? 

16 technical colleges have a new website called 

TechConnect.  Employers register to create an account 

and then at any time they may log into the system and 

post positions.  This is a wonderful resource to reach a 

wide range of students. 

The Link is: http://www.wisconsintechconnect.com/ 
Contact: Stephany Hartmen  
Phone: 715-422-5389 
Email: stephany.hartman@mstc.edu or www.mstc.edu 

Letõs Go Green! 

Please help Benchtalk go ògreenó by 

forwarding your email address to:   

 

benchtalkchair@wisconsinlabassociation.org  

Lynn Converse-Buntenbach 
BioMerieux  

 

Stephen Kuchenberg 
Bio-Rad Laboratories 

 

Kevin Morrissey 
3M 

 

Marianne Smukowski 
WI Center for Dairy Research 

 

Tammy Welles 
Northland Laboratories 

Dr. Michael Shirer 
Kornacki Microbiological Solutions 

 

Kristine Snow 
Fox Valley Technical College 

 

Dr. Jeff Sindelar 
University of WIðMadison 

 

Laura Traas 
WDATCP 

 

Kara Baldus 
TRAC Microbiology 

To post a job opening or any other opportunity, please send 

us an email with the information: 

Email: betty.beck@grande.com 

            kristine.louden@grande.com 

      or   nicole.schneider@grande.com 

https://mail.grande.com/owa/,DanaInfo=gccrmdowa3.gcc.grande.com,SSL+redir.aspx?C=837de1799c4b4c2dad17299c4b5a201e&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wisconsintechconnect.com%2f
https://mail.grande.com/owa/,DanaInfo=gccrmdowa3.gcc.grande.com,SSL+redir.aspx?C=837de1799c4b4c2dad17299c4b5a201e&URL=mailto%3astephany.hartman%40mstc.edu
https://mail.grande.com/owa/,DanaInfo=gccrmdowa3.gcc.grande.com,SSL+redir.aspx?C=837de1799c4b4c2dad17299c4b5a201e&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mstc.edu


LAB LOL  

3M 

3M Food Safety is the leading 

manufacturer and global 

supplier of solutions that help 

food processors maximize the 

quality of their products.  We 

design, manufacture and 

market product lines that 

cover the spectrum of quality, 

pathogen and toxin testing 

and monitoring needs.  these 

products include 3MÊ 

PetrifilmÊ Plate Reader, 3MÊ 

Clean- TraceÊ ATP Hygiene 

Monitoring Systems, 3MÊ 

TecraÊ Pathogen Assays and a 

wide range of sampling 

products and specialty media, 

including 3MÊ Electronic 

Pipettors and 3MÊ Flip- Top 

Dilution Bottles.  In addition, 

we offer well - trained and 

informed field consultants that 

reach into more than 100 

countries, as well as over 40 

expert technical service 

representatives in key 

locations around the world.  

For more information, visit our 

website at:  

 www.3m.commicrobiology  

 

 

Kevin Morrissey  

Betsy Hansen  

Lisa Ruiz  

1- (612) 462 - 6640  

kcmorrissey@mmm.com  

 

AGSOURCE 

AgSource Food and 

Environmental Laboratories is 

a full - service, independent 

laboratory with two Wisconsin 

locations.  With over 45 years 

of experience in the milk, 

dairy product and 

environmental testing 

industry, AgSource has built a 

reputation for fast, accurate 

and reliable results.  

Daniel Eng  

Tim Hutter  

Eric Helms  

1- (715) 687 - 4165  

deng@agsource.com  

 

 

BIOCONTROL SYSTEMS 

BioControl Systems has been a 

recognized worldwide leader 

in rapid microbiology test kits 

for the food industry since 

1985.  We offer the most 

extensive line of proprietary, 

rapid tests for pathogen 

detection, quality control and 

hygiene monitoring.  We   VIP 

GoldÊ, the latest in lateral 

flow technology that merges 

advance particle design in an 

innovation multi - test format 

and Assurance GDSÊ, a 

genetic solution for pathogen 

detection that combines the 

latest advancements in 

molecular technology and 

food microbiology to provide 

faster results with increased 

accuracy.  

Merritt C. Walker  

1- (425)47 - 5853  

2009 Fall Conference Supplier Profiles  

Visit our Website!  

www.wisconsinlabassociation.org  

 
Q: Why do chemists 

like nitrates so much? 

A: They are cheaper than day rates. 

http://www.3m.com/microbiology%20or%20call%201-800-328-6553
mailto:kcmorrissey@mmm.com
mailto:deng@agsource.com

